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Exploring Literacy Narrative Topics 

Literacy can be described as one’s competency in an area of communication. Communication 

can come in many modalities, such as: written, verbal, visual, audible, nonverbal, and other 

forms. This allows for an exploration of literacy beyond the bounds of reading and writing. 

Below are some topic examples that can help you brainstorm ideas for your literacy narrative.  

1. Describing a book, genre, or author that had an impact on your life and how that book has 

shaped your relationship with reading or writing preferences.  

2. Exploring how family shaped your relationship to literacy, such as: reading bedtime 

stories, writing family recipes, playing board games, or visiting the local library. 

3. Challenges of learning a second language, which can encompass the traditional world 

languages, but can also include nontraditional languages such as music or coding. 

4. Illustrating how technology and digital forms of communication (social media, blogs, 

eBooks, audiobooks, etc.) have influenced your reading or writing habits. 

5. Describing your journey with a writing assignment that was challenging and how 

overcoming those obstacles impacted your skills and present relationship with writing. 

6. Examine how combinations of communication modalities increased your engagement 

with reading, such as: viewing accompanying illustrations to an article in a magazine or 

reading subtitles in your first language over a film spoken in another language.  

7. Discovering different formats of media beyond books that lead you to engage with 

reading, such as: comics, graphic novels, poetry, stage plays, magazines, newspapers, etc. 

8. Experiences with publishing your writing for an audience, such as: posting online, 

performing on stage, mailing to someone, entering in contests, journaling to your future 

self, etc. 

Outlining a Literacy Narrative 

A literacy narrative is an essay that describes the writer's journey in obtaining literacy in reading, 

writing, or any other language.  

These literacy narratives are personal and reflective accounts that often follow a chronological 

flow from the writer’s first introduction to literacy, leading to a challenge that compels the writer 

to redefine their personal relationship with literacy. The writer can then connect their experiences 

with current and future literacy.  

Most literacy narratives are in first person. These narratives will use vivid descriptions and 

explore emotions and senses experienced as a part of the writing style.  

Below is a sample outline layout with prompts for drafting a literacy narrative. 
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I. Introduction Paragraph 

A. Hook: Start with a compelling quote, question, or anecdote about reading, writing, or 

language. This is to get your reader engaged with the story you are about to tell.  

B. Context: Briefly define what literacy means to you.  

C. Thesis statement: Present the main theme or message of your narrative. 

II. Body Paragraph: Early Experiences with Literacy 

A. First encounters with reading, writing, language, etc.  

1. Share feelings or memories associated with it.  

2. Influence of teachers or family members. 

III. Body Paragraph: Challenges Faced 

A. Struggles you encountered with reading, writing, language, etc. 

1. Discuss any difficulties (e.g., learning disabilities, lack of resources).  

2. How these challenges impacted your confidence or interest.  

B. Moments of frustration or doubt. 

1. Specific instances that stand out. 

2. Support received from others during tough times. 

IV. Body Paragraph: Turning Points 

A. Describe a moment of realization or breakthrough that changed your perspective on 

literacy.  

1. People or experiences that inspired growth.  

2. New interests in relation to literacy 

V. Body Paragraph: Current Relationship with Literacy 

A. How literacy plays a role in your life today  

1. Have your experiences shaped your personal taste, learning styles, or engagement 

with literacy skills? 

2. Importance of literacy in personal or professional contexts (e.g., as a college 

student). 

B. Ongoing goals and aspirations 

1. Future literacy ambitions.  

2. How you plan to continue growing as a literate individual. 

VI. Conclusion 

A. Reflection on the journey  

a. Summarize the growth and changes experienced.  

b. Emphasize the importance of literacy in shaping identity.  

B. Closing thoughts  

a. Inspire the reader with a final thought or call to action related to literacy and/or 

why literacy is an important skill of life and personal growth.  


